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Dave’s Chat

Spring
into

Action!

New Kid on
the Block

Richard Robertson has
joined the Trakka team to

look after P.R. and Media affairs. A
specialist RV journalist who has
written for Australia’s premier
caravan and motorhome magazines,
Richard is now responsible for
media and corporate liason, public
relations and is also involved in
promotions.

“Joining Trakka has been a
great experience” said Richard.

“From a PR point of view it’s
a dream job; the product’s highly
regarded and the business is
thoroughly prefessional.”

To contact Richard, call
0414 604-368 or email him at

PR@trakka.com.au

I t’s official: winter’s over.
Now is the time to shrug
off those extra layers, dust

off the folding chairs, fuel up your
motorhome and head for the hills –
or seaside, or wherever it is you
love escaping to. Having a mo-
torhome opens up a world of
holidaying opportunities, but you
don’t need a lot of time to make the
most of it.

Short breaks, from a night to
a few days, are as enjoyable and
refreshing as extended road trips,
and when your vehicle is always
packed and ready to go, you can
leave at the drop of a cat. Yes, cat
(drop it off with the neighbours,

along with the kids, if they’ll take
them).

Early spring is a magical time
to travel, too. Blossom trees are
everywhere, gardens are blooming
marvellous, the weather’s warming
and, if you’re early, children are still
planted at their school desks.

So what are you waiting for?
Get out those road maps, pencil in
as much time as possible and start
planning. Don’t miss our Spring
Cleaning Hints for tips on getting
your motorhome in shape, too.

And if you need a new
motorhome, you’ll find a feast of
new Trakkas on the following
pages. Bon appetite!

They say it never rains, but
pours, and for the team

here at Trakka that’s certainly been
the case. Commercial vehicle
manufacturers don’t often com-
pletely revamp their model ranges,
but increasing competition and a
host of new technologies has seen
all the major players launch totally
new models – and the result has
been an extroaordinary amount of
development work for the Trakka
Research & Development team.

Research on a brand new
motorcamper starts years before you
see it, in great secrecy and with
manufacturers like VW and Fiat
requiring signed confidentiality
agreements and an almost Get
Smart-like Cone of Silence. For our
part, developing new conversions is
a very expensive exercise, so
choosing the right manufacturers
and models is paramount.

Designs are now drawn on
computer and it’s a very high-tech
process. Thankfully, CAD (Compu-
ter Aided Design) software has
removed much of the labour-
intensive process of building
multiple mock-ups.

At Trakka we seek to push the
boundaries of innovation and technol-
ogy to remain the industry bench-
mark, and bring you the very best
motorcampers. Each new model is
the result of decades of experience
and is fully compliant with Australian
Design Rules and regulations.

We are all very proud to
present the 2007 range of TRAKKA
Motorcampers: come along and
Trakkabout Australia!
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Happy 60th, Kombi!
The VW Transporter – affectionately know to millions around the

world as the Kombi – has just turned 60. Originally a custom
vehicle made by Volkswagen workers to transport heavy panels around the
factory in the late 1940s, it was spotted by a Dutch VW dealer with an eye
for the future. And the rest, as they say, is history. More than 10  million
Transporters have been produced in five evolutionary variants; from the
original, split-windscreen T1 to today’s stylish T5.

Trakka is also part of this tradition and has been converting VW
Transporters for more than half of those 60 years; starting with the T2 in the
1970s. Today, the award-winning T5 Trakkadu is still at the very heart of
Trakka’s model range and its popularity continues to increase.

Trakka Stars Again at Major
Industry Awards Night

Once again, Trakka shone
at the prestigous Caravan

& Camping Industry Association
(CCIA) awards Gala Dinner.

Trakka has previously won
numerous CCIA awards and for
2007 the company received an
Award for  Excellence for the
Business Most Committed to
Training  and a Commendation for
Business of the Year.

“The Awards for Excellence
celebrate success in our industry
and highlight businesses that
commit to go the extra mile, in
every aspect of their organization”
said a CCIA spokesman.

Entrants for the Awards
undergo stringent, independent
inspection and winners like Trakka
are recognized as the very best the
industry has to offer.

GM, Martin Poate (left), Operations Manager, David Wallis and Lil Berry with the latest awards

Sally’s
Driving

Ambition
Over the last couple of

years we’ve had three
keen teenagers learning to drive. It
was another new journey in raising
kids to deal with L-plates, driving
instructors, our often-unwelcome
instruction, very uncool rules and
the responsibility of providing a
vehicle to learn in.

Quite often each of the
children were presented with a six
or seven-metre motorcamper, told to
put the “Ls” on and get us to school.
Their initial horrified reaction made
me think about the enormity of
looking at these vehicles and
thinking that they are difficult to
drive; especially in city traffic.

With some coercing they all
mastered whatever we were driving
at the time and have all agreed they
aren’t difficult. In fact, they have
found them easier to drive for
reasons such as the fantastic visibil-
ity, the cab seating and driving being
so car-like, plus the extreme cour-
tesy afforded by other traffic when
merging or changing lanes.

Alex, my eldest, said “I feel
like I’m driving a sports car”, which
says it all. I can’t impress strongly
enough how great these ‘commer-
cial vehicles’ are to drive around
town – or across Australia. Trust
me, they are amazing, so come in
and have a drive.

Pictured below is the embryo
of my next motorcamper; a large
lime green Crafter XLWB that will
be skillfully converted by the
amazing team here into a magnifi-
cent new Trakka Jabiru Xtra . Be
sure to watch our for it!
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Trakka’s all-new Jabiru
range has received
rapturous reviews from

the RV press, and an enthusiastic
welcome by all who have seen it.
Setting new standards of design and
innovation the all-new Jabiru range is
clearly destined to be a winner; and
ideal for anyone travelling Australia.

Central to its success is the
very latest in interior design and

layout, coupled with state-of-the-art
technology, both in the conversion
and the base vehicles. Brand new
models from Volkswagen and
Mercedes Benz – the Crafter and
Sprinter, respectively – have paved
the way with class-leading safety
and power, and the availability of
automatic transmissions.

Designed just for two,
although able to legally transport

four, the Jabriu - like all Trakka
motorcampers and motorhomes – is
able to be driven on a standard car
license. This means that no matter
whether you’re moving up from a
smaller camper or buying your very
first motorhome, you’re free from
the worry of having to upgrade your
driver’s license. And thanks to
Trakka’s relentless research and
development programme, and

Jabiru’s Motorised Bed Combination – or MBC – converts the yin-yang single beds into a king, at the touch of a button

Jabiru!Jabiru!

All - New f or 2007All - New f or 2007
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unstinting commitment to quality,
you’re also free from any worry
about your new Jabiru not being
fully compliant with all relevant
Australian Design Rules.

The big story, however, is
inside and it’s here the new Jabirus
really excite. Trakka has designed
and built the world’s first Switch
Mode Bathroom (SMB), to maxim-
ise bathroom space while minimis-
ing vehicle intrusion. The SMB
features an electrically operated,
remote control toilet that slides
away beneath the hand basin when
not required. This highly innovative
and patented solution to an age-old
design problem is typical of the
design touches you’ll find through-
out the all-new Jabiru.

Another is the Motorised Bed
Combination – or MBC. You can
choose between yin-yang-shaped
single beds (wider for your head
and shoulders, tapering at your feet)
or a massive king-size bed; again,
all at the touch of a button. Yes, the
beds are also electrically operated
by remote control, coming together
to form one of the largest beds in
any motorhome.

Trakka innovation extends to
every corner of the Jabiru and in

many ways which aren’t always
obvious. For example, there’s LCF -
or Laminated Composite Furniture.
Trakka developed and European
sourced, LCF is incredibly light but
strong; allowing us to mould panels

Now you see it now you don’t; thanks to Trakka’s revolutionary, patented Switch Mode Bathroom (SMB). The
spacious front lounge of the new Jabiru Xtra is a great place to relax or entertain, too.

and plenty of drawer space – with
self-closing drawers – it’s a great
place to cook .

Of course, if you like to cook
you probably like to entertain, so
welcoming guests for dinner or a
drink, has never been easier. A
spacious front lounge with swivel-
ling cab seats keeps guests and the
chef just the right distance apart,
while the removable dining table
provides flexible dining options.

The  all-new Jabiru is exten-
sively equipped as standard, but can
be tailored to your specific needs.
For example, if you’re a regular
free-camper there are optional solar
panels and a vehicle-independent
central heating system. Regular
caravan park visitors will likely
choose 240v airconditioning, while
a reversing camera and rear parking
sensors will prove popular with
everyone.

There’s only one way to really
get to know the exciting, all-new
Trakka Jabiru, and that’s to drive it.
So call today and book your test
drive, and discover why, for over 35
years, Trakka has been the bench-
mark when it comes to quality and
innovation in Australian
motorcampers and motorhomes.

into the latest flowing, contempo-
rary designs while keeping vehicle
weight to a minimum.

Chefs will love our all-new,
gourmet kitchen. Featuring the
latest European appliances, a
microwave, generous fridge/freezer
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Think Italy, think style.
Think Torino, think
TRAKKA style! That’s

the thinking behind the incredibly
stylish new Trakka Torino range.

When Fiat launched the
exciting new Ducato earlier this
year – with a design based on the
highspeed trains that crisscross
Europe – it proved once again

nobody does style quite like the
Italians. Now in its third generation,
new Ducato is the basis for the third
generation Trakka Torino; proving
nobody makes motorhomes as
stylishly as Trakka!

Torino has always been a hit
with buyers looking for a compact-
but-fully equipped motorhome and
the latest generation only adds to

the appeal. There are now two
models in the Torino range: Torino
and Torino Xtra.

New Torino is the evolution
of earlier models and features the
same combination dinette-cum-bed,
a rear corner bathroom and a
generous kitchen. Except now,
everything is bigger; especially the
bed and bathroom, thanks to

Torino!Torino!

All - New f or 2007All - New f or 2007
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increased vehicle dimensions and
payload.

Torino Xtra takes full advan-
tage of the all-new Ducato Extra-
Long Wheel Base van. The extra
length (and width) is put to good
use, providing a four-place dinette
up front and a permanent east-west
double bed at the rear.

Torino Xtra features Trakka’s
world-first Switch Mode Bathroom
(SMB) and the MBC – Motorised
Bed Combination – as detailed in
the Jabiru story on the preceding
pages. The MBC is different,
however, in that it can be raised by
varying degrees to increase the
already considerable storage space
beneath it. This is ideal for carrying

things like folding bicycles, an
outboard motor (should you be
towing a boat), golf clubs and
buggies, and the like.

Like its larger sibling the
Jabiru, new Torino also features a
host of high-tech innovations.
There’s the  super-light, super-
strong and super-stylish LCF
interior; beautifully equipped
gourmet kitchen with European
appliances and self-closing drawers;
a generous lounge/dinette with
swivelling front-cab seats and a
removable dining table, plus
double-glazed windows with built-
in flyscreens and blinds.

Torino is also a breeze to
drive and is laden with safety and

convenience features, such as dual
airbags, anti-lock brakes, stability
and traction controls, cab
airconditioning, remote central
locking, electric windows and
mirrors, and more.

And not only is it highly
economical, thanks to the latest
generation high-tech turbo-diesel
engines, it’s environmentally
friendly too; complying with the
strict Euro-4 emission standards.

Discover the all-new, super
stylish Trakka Torino range for
yourself by booking a test drive
soon. You’ll experience the very
best of Australian design, innova-
tion and engineering – with an
unmistakable Italian accent!
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All-New

Coming Soon...Coming Soon...Trakkadu
in the

Spotlight
Our ever-popular

Trakkadu motorcamper,
based on the Volkswagen T5
Transporter, continues to go from
strength to strength.

Featuring a huge amount of
living space, swivelling cab seats
and a sliding rear bed-seat, with
inbuilt seatbelts for two, Trakkadu
is an ideal family car as well as a
serious holiday machine.

New for 2007, all 4Motion
Trakkadus now come standard with
an Electronic Rear Differential
Lock and ESP – Electronic Stability
Program.

The rear diff-lock is particu-
larly useful in sand, mud or on
rocky climbs and enhances VW’s
already impressive 4Motion four-
wheel drive system. Meanwhile,
ESP is an invaluable safety feature
which, along with standard ABS
and dual airbags provides car-like
levels of safety.

Adventurers should look
carefully at our Trakkadu 4Motion
with Off-Road Pack. Complete with
lower gearing, larger wheels and
tyres, Bilstein springs and shocks, a
snorkel and heavy-duty alloy bash
plate, it’s a remarkably capable go-
almost-anywhere tourer.

TRAKKAWAY!TRAKKAWAY!
Trakka’s premium coach-

built motorhome range,
the all-new Trakkaway, will debut
late in 2007.

Combining the previous
Sandpiper and Fresco models into
one new and exciting range,
Trakkaway is the ultimate
aspirational motorhome for discern-
ing buyers.

Available in lengths from
6.7m to 8.2m, Trakkaway features
an all-fibreglass body on either the
all-new Volkswagen Crafter,
Mercedes Sprinter or Fiat Ducato
cab-chassis.

Trakkaway 750 (7.5m) will be
the first model available and raises
the bar in terms of standard equip-
ment, quality and interior style and
finish. Features such as ducted air
conditioning and central heating, a
stainless steel barbecue, long-range
fuel tank, 150L of fresh water and a
massive, 2000L storage garage (big
enough for a scooter, inflatable boat
and outboard) as just a few of the
many standard features.

To be one of the first to see
the all-new Trakkaway, book a
preview by calling Martin Poate on
Freecall 1800 TRAKKA.
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M y friends, Emily, Amy
and I headed south

from Sydney about 9.30am after
packing the car and doing all last
minute vehicle and equipment
checks. We decided to take the
scenic coastal route, stopping for
photos at lookouts – and snacks
along the way!

 As we passed through towns
we had plenty of puzzled yet excited
looks, considering we were 3 young
girls in matching flannelette shirts,
driving down the road in our
beautiful & unique Jabiru; perfectly
accompanied by my P-plates front
and rear. We bopped along to the
Spice Girls and soon arrived in
Berry.We didn’t have any problem
parking or leaving the Jabiru for our
quick tour of the town.

Our camping site was Bristol
Point near Jervis Bay. It didn’t take
long to setup camp; we basically
just parked the Jabiru then quickly
checked out the beach and camp
amenities before settling down to a
cup of tea and the Bridget Jones
Diary DVD. Dinner was ready in
under 15 minutes and afterwards we
began a friendly game of monopoly,
which ending up being very com-
petitive. Tired from the long drive
we headed off to bed to indulge in a
block of chocolate and our novels.

Saturday 7th July
Three of us shared the king-

size bed and woke nearly 11 restful
hours later to the sound of kooka-
burras. We decided today would be
a good day for a toasted sandwich,
eggs, bacon, juice & tea breakfast!
After cleaning up we packed our
day packs and camp chairs and
headed down to the beach. It was
great to leave everything in the
Jabiru still set up and simply lock
the door, ready for use when we
returned.

We lazed on the beach all day,
taking photos and soaking up the
unusually warm winter rays before
returning and relaxing in front of a
good, girly DVD. After a glass of
champagne, dinner and a couple of
games of scrabble we retired for a
very rare, early night.

Sunday 8th July
We awoke to heavy rain and a

thunderstorm, had a cereal breakfast
and quickly packed up. We are
surprised by how quick and easy it
was to ready the vehicle for travel
again. The Crafter handled superbly
in the hazardous weather conditions
and we were soon home, sad our
fantastic weekend adventure was
over. Until next time!

EziMoTow:
the motorbike

rack that gives

you a lift!

The EziMoTow bike rack uses a
simple hydraulic hand pump to

raise and lower your bike.
Footpeg clamps and a ratchet strap

hold it securely in place.

Here’s a new way to carry
a trail bike as you tour.

And not only is it simple and
secure, it involves absolutely no
lifting.

Called EziMoTow, the rack is
towbar mounted and easily operated
by one person.

Operation is simplicity itself
as the rack employs a hydraulic
bottle jack to raise and lower the
motorcycle. It fits square-hitch type
towbars and the weight of the
motorcycle is only limited by the
ball-weight capacity of the tow bar.

Due to bike design variables,
the EziMoTow is really only
suitable for off-road machines and
mini-bikes.

Trakka is now the official
retailer for this terrific new Austral-
ian invention, which has a patent
pending. Call in to our showroom
for a demonstration or visit
www.ezimotow.com.au for further
details.

T
Alex Berry &
Friends Pro ve
You’re Nev er
Too Young to
Motorhome...

Friday 6th July

oungY  rakks
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The last thing I remember
was us beating the Pom’s

and just around the corner it will be
India’s turn. What has happened to
the last 10 months or so?

The answer is simple; develop-
ment of the best range of products Trakka
has ever designed and manufactured.

About a year ago we commit-
ted to installing the best 3D design
program: Solidworks. This has
changed our entire design process.
With manufacturers releasing body
drawings prior to the release of the
vehicles we were able to design the
‘new Trakka look’ as well as set up
the engineering and manufacturing
processes before even sighting a
vehicle in the metal.

In the past we would build a
prototype, sit in it, look at the
design and see what worked and
what didn’t. We’d make the changes
and repeat the process until content
with what we had.  This would be
repeated for engineering cabinets,
seat frames, plumbing, wiring and
all the other manufacturing proc-
esses. But no more: 3D allows us to
‘see’ the product before committing
to manufacture. And not just
individual components but the
entire vehicle.

   The advantages flow on to
manufacturing as well. In many
cases we can take a component
design from the computer, send it to
someone else’s computer, who then
sends it to a computer-controlled
machine and get back a component,
ready to fit!

The past few months have
seen major changes in our design
and manufacturing processes. The
end result? Our range of stunning
new motorcampers!

Trakka Enters
Third Dimension

Trakka chief designer, Michael Lord

oy

to
 th

eJ orldW
They say behind every

great man is a great
woman, but sometimes

the woman is more than an equal.
Such is the case with Joy
Kirkpatrick. Singer, songwriter and
mother, for 52 years she was also
the wife of Slim Dusty, and though
his shadow loomed – and still looms
– large in her life, she is very much
her own person.

They met through country
music, married in 1951 and two
years later started touring Australia.
Joy was a country singer-songwriter
when she met Slim and has penned
hundreds of songs. She’s the
recipient of four Golden Guitar
awards and nearly one hundred of
her songs have been recorded.

For years she and Slim, along
with daughter Anne, son David and
accompanying musicians and
helpers, travelled Australia in a
small caravan convoy. Road
conditions were appalling early on,
and despite their best efforts they
would find their vans full of dust
when they rolled into town to
perform. Summers were so hot that,
before the advent of airconditioning
she would often soak towels in a
bucket of water and stuff them into
the quarter-vent windows, for relief.

Slim passed away in 2003 and
Australia lost not just a musician
and songwriter, but an Icon. Joy,
however, lost her best friend and
soulmate; and she and the family
struggled to come to terms with
their loss.

Two years later Joy came to
Trakka. She and Slim had previ-
ously been thinking of buying a
motorhome, so when she was ready
Joy decided on a compact-but-
easily-livable Trakka Jabiru. No
shrinking violet, Joy’s first trip was
to Darwin, where she picked up two
of her grownup grandkids before
heading for the Aboriginal commu-
nity of Peppimenarti; 130km west
of Daly River.

It was an epic journey; both
of healing and renewal, as Joy
counts may indigenous Australians
amongst her closest friends.
Through music, she and Slim built a
bridgebetween Aboriginal and
White Australia, and that legacy
continues to this day.

Joy is itching to hit the road
again soon; to catch up with old
friends and continue her work with,
and for,  Aboriginal Australia.

Joy and her well travelled Trakka Jabiru

Joy with her good friend, Regina Wilson, and with her grandchildren amongst the
weavers of Peppimenarti Community, near Daly River in the Northern Territory
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Spring
Cleaning

Hints!
Motorcampers
· Check validity of the gas bottle; clean
locker, check & clean seals.
· Test stove burners; clean if any
inconsistency in the flame.
· Check 240v lead & plug for damage.
· Clean fridge & check door seals.
· Test lights; remove insects from
behind covers.
· Clean bed/seat tracks; check seat
belts.
· Check & clean roof sleeve; check
zips.
· Check & clean all flyscreens
including those in roof sleeve.
· Check operation of all sliding
windows; clean tracks & seals.
· Roll awning out. Inspect legs &
swivel joints. Check & clean material.
· Check & clean solar panels (if fitted).

Motor homes
· Check validity of gas bottles; clean
storage locker, check & clean seals.
· Test stove burners; clean if any
inconsistency in the flame.
· Test oven burner, clean burner tube if
any inconsistency in the flame.
· Check 240v power lead & plug for
damage. Clean storage locker, check &
clean seals.
· Clean all other storage lockers: check
& clean seals.
· Clean fridge; check & clean seals.
· Check A/C operation. Clean fins,
remove vent filters, clean & refit.
· Test all lights, remove insects from
behind covers.
· Check seat belts.
· Check & clean flyscreens & blinds.
· Check window operation; clean seals.
· Check operation of hatches; clean
seals.
· Check operation of wind up antenna;
clean swivel joints, etc.
· Roll awning out. Inspect legs &
swivel joints, check & clean material.
· Check & clean solar panels (if fitted).

Work Artof

Sydney artist Dennis
Baker isn’t shy about
promoting himself;

which is just as well as he recently
took delivery of a
seriously person-
alised Trakka
Jabiru Xtra.
Designed as his
mobile studio as
well as a home-
away-from-home,
Dennis’ beautiful
blue Jabiru Xtra is
literally a mobile
work of art.

One of his
most famous
works – Kakadu –
has been repro-
duced down each side, using high-
tech vinyl that even covers the
windows, yet still allows light in,
and a view out.

Dennis has been touring
Australia since the mid 1970s and
got his start drawing sketches and

painting for Overlander 4WD
magazine. He’s always had a soft
spot for Kakadu National Park, and
thought it ironic for Trakka to name

a motorhome after
Australia’s only
stork and Kakadu
resident.  So he
decided it only
fitting to adorn
‘his’ Jabiru with
scenes from his
beloved national
park; even adding
personalised
‘Kakadu’ number
plates.

 An artist of
diverse styles and
interests, Dennis

is also an art dealer and has his own
gallery in Sydney’s trendy Padding-
ton.

Dave Berry, Trakka’s M.D.,
argues every Trakka is a work of
art. And who can argue, when the
artist is in the driver’s seat?
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One
Building Volkswagen
a Mobile Showroom...

Road for the show

A  day at the office will
never be the same
again for some lucky

Volkswagen Australia Group
employees, now their mobile office-
cum-showroom is complete.

Dubbed ‘the TRAKoff ’, the
highly modified VW Crafter has
been turned into something very
special indeed.

Designed and built to be the
centrepiece of the Volkswagen
Rural Roadshow – a massive
undertaking to circumnavigate
Australia and visit 23 country VW
dealers with the full range of
Volkswagen vehicles – the Office
has proved an instant hit. When the
Roadshow rolls into town, the
Office becomes its focal point.
Serving as a multimedia and
information centre, as well as a
comfortable meeting place, it’s also
a display vehicle in its own right.
And what a display it is!

Using elements of the Jabiru
motorhome the Trakka team, in
consultation with Volkswagen, have
blended the very latest avante-garde

design and styling features with a
long list of ‘must haves’, to produce
this unique vehicle.

The base vehicle is a 110kw,
six-speed manual Crafter extra-
long-wheelbase van – in striking
Tornado red. To this Trakka has
added many of the Jabiru mo-
torhome features such as water
tanks, house batteries, an LCD
electrical control system, plus a pair
of colour-coded awnings. But the
real story is in the custom interior.

A massive 100cm (40”)
plasma television
greets you upon
entry, along with
brochure racks, to
provide as much
instant and easily
accessible
information as
possible. There’s
a small kitchen-
ette and fridge,
too, while at the
rear is a huge U-
shaped lounge,
removable work

The TRAKoff: Style and substance

table and a secondary TV/DVD unit.
A mass of storage space is

stylishly concealed behind silver
roller-shuttered cupboards, while
the lounge and cab seats are fin-
ished in luxurious graphite leather.

The VW Rural Roadshow
finishes in Sydney in late November
2007, but the Office is sure to
become a familiar sight at future
Volkswagen events around the
country. Be sure not to miss it!


