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Home away from home

Although neither hippy nor gypsy, Scott Thomas hit the road In this modern
day Kombi and found some great out of the way fishing spots along the way.

REGLILAR travellers on Highwey One wouid be
farniiizr with the Trakka brand of carmpenyans and
motorhomes, and no doubtsmsy hem passng
by iz often admired thelr ssunning =mplicity =t
campgrounds. A5 | struggled to drive & tent peg
it hard ground, 4 Trakka's nearky onaw were
giraady sat up, ad grecpling 3 cokd baer.

Mot this fime rourdd Trakka wens Kind enough
to threnw me the keys of ane of 1S new Trakkadu
T Off Road models for an etended waekend
Long enough to comince my geimiend o tag
dlong ani squeese in some gually fishing time in
shie WS Snoe Moumtins

Trawka’s oner Gnd director Dane Berry
estanlished the company in 1973 fisting out
olkswagen vars 10 it Australien tavallers,

Thizra are siill & few hipples driving those orignal
campers around, but 35 years of refining this
great AussiE camipar hes revealed awhole new
vehicle, packed Al of innovative features

Genaml marager Martin Poate gave me atoul
of the factory &nd showroom at ME Kurngai in
svney's Mortham Subuebe. Trakka's range
Incliudes standand size Woiksweaen vans thicugh
tmuitiphe berth matSrhomes, and IFs s done o
sjte, from the venichs's rant shirl, b fmished fit-out.

Once caly the domain of "grey Nomeds”,
poates, fishios, surfers, skiers, walkers, you name
it, afe starting to realise the benefits that this
styba of yenicke hes o el CHOSE Spor. PICTUNe,
crawing cut of bed a5 the sun rises, and siresdy

peing g1 the fishing spot. This was e S0sano &
olir chosen carmp, TA00 metres shoue S8 e
riarSick N the Snowy BAountains. Wan my gear
alreasy rigpad, | wes on tha river batane the
crons gathared and e rout were spocked
Afterall, thiswas schodd nolideys, and the carly
riser irvariably caught mere fish, Mearwhile, and
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without sounding oo chadvinstic, my girtinend
wias prepanng breskfast back at the van - the
sCEnEnic was Eaultless

i the dirt

The Trakks Trakkadu OfFf Road camper features
an imported “olf-road” peck from Garmany,
which meludes. snofkel, raised suspersion, o
rosad byTes, gas shocks, alloy bash plete and
owered pearing, Frst and s2oond gear toos
some peting used b, being =0 iow, Dut proved
imveiuable on the gt | Oidn't pet a cranoe o
test the snorest, which |'mrsure was & refaf to
thi craw back at Trakka BUt | did teke it off the
sealed road insearch of some “out of the way”
fishing spots, Tha Trekkess features Elecinonic
Skebdiny Control and Elecironic Resr Diff-Lack
Whian the going gsts wUgh, simphy switch into
I range & KESp O Z0ing,

gack on the moad
Thie powverful volkewagen 2, 8L five-cylinde
turbo-diesel delivers 128w 10 the Trakkao
mcre thiay encugh to push us along eflcrtiessly
Other featuras include a sx-speed manisal
transmissian - urforiungtety the off-road maoosl
doesn't come in suts at this stege, There's also
cab air-conditiomimg, 7adin’CD pleyer in this cass
pre-lonadad with 8 Bestof Sl Chiss) T0)
remote certral Iocking, power windows and
cruise comtrol. Sittirg up hegh In the driver's seat,
thee viskom was excelient and the spacious cab
inters deceing —the van felt much Digeer
from msacde. Our-drive took a pand Siehours
and was accompEshad In comdnr wikhn ik
felp of the sforemeanticned standard eguEpmesnt
and features,

Baoaties will find the excellent towing Sty

ABOVE: The elevated rocl is easy to erect,
allws pianty of headroam and has bvo lange
ventilation panels, keal in hot wether,

BELOW: The Trakkatit camas with i penty
of grunt and is kieal for sBppery boal mmgs.
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E VD5, Thems weas it powmser
through the back wndow and 'u“aru';.-"ﬂ- 'I1'| K5 r'll"=- paliary battery, which
e .;n';u-_, The “amction” all-whesd deoree and ;I'l.-'u'n:r,',;.'.rrlul:_" driving, e had enough pomer 1o
o range aption would atso help with slippery run the van's lights and encugh 2as o keen the
paat ramps e and three-lomer stove going for a
considerabia time. and on the subject
&r the big top it's an often neglected &ea, DUt 51 |-,e15h bright
. Sleas BHME up Camp gk M, make carmgoing all s mone ABOVE: Tha B5 litre fridge camies enough supplies

stye. And th it 01 Hiese dark dreary mights. F ar &n extended Weekend aEy.

whio entioy 3 good TV show while o
thera's room for an esrial that spirals around the filled the fricge with food, warm besr and wane
cailing of the campear, The TV can De mounted &

e LIRg B0 O, 5

=K } the rear of the banch v food ar I &
intiisa some of the van's fratres before heading The B5 Litre fridge is poweraed with both 12 and Ihe pop-up raal i easy 10 o up — simoly
§] the skopes. CRtaining a powered Site, 'we were 240wl pover. The | "r".-e.‘:" size was more than wrizip the sides, unhook & coupleof Izchas and
e D u=e the 240900t power to cf st oush un Tl -

CES adequata tor an exended kng weekend, The with the help of gas s

=l W also fillad tha S0 Litre j iri Of & peran's fridpge was Allows plarty of headrooin down th cooking o
esarycir befiore lkaving. And &5 we later found the time savmg it privdded, We visited the shops
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