-~ An able tourer i

its Own right, the Trakka

T{fakkadu Off Road is also at home on city: str.t?_éfs'

= e ke dowbe thar when the new
-1 Volkswagen T'5 appeared on the scene
|

it cansed a4 sensatkon, not only as a

fgt cormmercaal vehicle bt alsy aga P |!'!1|!.'
IMOVET & |'I|.|- IS 1M |'"'|-'|||'”|:'-' bor us, 45 2
weekend escape machine

Faslier %% wins had a repusstion as L
amywhers vehicles, and the TS van stavs e

o che rradition, MNog |l:.|_l does it comne as a

tear-wheel drive, it s abo available as a0 all

whee! drve in the apthy-named T5 45ogon,

WO v, was quick on the apike, '|1i:.|.|=|.l.

producing a Trakkado V¥ T5 conversion
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hefire rweaking the 4hotions suspension m
|1n:1-q|'_:q|: the Trakleadu OF Rosd, OF course, if
thar doesn't whet your apperire, then perhaps
the striking window graphics designed by
arost Dennis Baker, himseita Traklka Jabims
owner, will,

Ihe meallic silver Trakkadu OF Road
L, = !'r.|-|1|:|' TAISCS. Al Ty O ||||.I LAk [a

Equapped with a 2,50 12855 turbodiese]
engine {the largest in the V5N sables) and
siv-spee] manial pearhos, the Traldodu

isnt showe, [t has plenty of torque (400MNm)

feat ||..'|||¢||i1|[: steep and |.||l\.i'.l.|il.|illlj DEETLIN.
Iretdesd, winh its ebectranse resr ditterental
lock, raised suspenmon, low moo Sebel
gearbox, Crondvens "-."':"l.|||!‘5|n.'| ryres and Seikel
avarkeal, the Trakladu OF Road can ey just
abour amvwhere, as long as s ar a sensible
ard 1.:.'-.'..:|:-' EHIREN

The TS

driving. Complete with crutse conerol, power

s well suired 1o comventional

windinws and mirroes, remete centeal locking,
driverfpassenger airbagzs and Electronie
Sability Program (ESE), chie W has just
.illl:lll A% TEEEITY '\-\.II-\.ll .IIIH.E !.':'IIII;.:II: [EATIS s il

secan



Right, from top: Three-burner cooktop in
the kitchen with smoked glass flip-up 1id;
under-bed storage 1s accessible via the rear
door; the front seats swivel to face the
removable table,

We tound driving the T5 fun, Irs powverful
engine makes r‘li-n-l'l Wiy n:'l'ﬂ.i:-iinf'. i breere, i has
o eroubie keeping up with the oaffic and the
high travelling position laans panache,
Although the Trakkadu conversion
isnt a large wehicle by motorhome standards,
it has many advantages. The firse is ies size
the 4Motion moves easily around town and
transperts four people in comifore, The seeand
is that it s Rully equipped and ready o o,
MULTI-PURPOSE DESIGN
Traleleals layout is & rear-bed sear design, The
DWO-DEERON fear seaf can move forward or

backowards, has rwo L sash seat Belrs, and
can guickly fold down o form 3 double bed,
This design doesn't allow a walk-through in
the van, bur the distine acvantage for the
passengers is thar they face forward and are
close o the frone sears

Addirioel heighr is achieved thivmgh an
etevanng mof (hinged ar the near), Cther
featres thar ser this van apart ire the gs
cylinder locker on the offside and the Fiamms
low prohle awning.

Setting up the camper takes litde tme
Both deiver and passcniger sears awivel
aroisnd, a single burton raises the gas

WORDS AND PICS MALCOLM STREET

strut-assisted roof and dhe rear sear ean be
made into g bad or shid back 1o EIVE FOIT
ammind the bench, The kitchen is fired
abory the offside, along with a small range
-:Jf-.‘uph-mrds_

All the cabinetry in the Traldadu i
miade from i I__.'.hi Eiirn Plywood finisded
ina |IiF.|1 pressicte larminare on both sides.
Irnorech deasers are froed and all the
doors ane space saving roller shurers l

['he windows have curming fred
and the seating in our Tiakkadu cime
with the aptional lether! fabric
comibination.
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of adddional bead room.

Diriesg-thie VW T3 % fun vehiche

i
t0 get arqund in
The artwork o the windows focks
aoos e s the veficles nrior
i
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WITH ITS ELECTRONIC REAR DIFFERENTIAL LOCK, RAISED
SUSPENSION AND LOW RATIO SEIKEL GEARBOX, THE
TRAKKADU OFF ROAD GOES JUST ABOUT ANYWHERE

ACCOMMODATING INTERIOR
Carering in the Trakkadu Ot Rioad is
atrzightforwand. The kicchen bench is fired
with o combe Crarmer three-buarmer Ll_ltsqu,:lp
and stainless steel sink. Bath have smoked
ptass Lids. A fick mixer sp supplies 12
|1u_|11pq'¢;:| warer, which can run hos il-:\.'r:-l,l hawve
the optional heat exchanger hat water spsiem
Fiesed.,

Unader the bench, befiind the drivers seas, s
the IndelB 851 fidge and just above the fridge
is the Trakda-designed dectrical conmol panel,
which incorporares lighang, fidse amd wans
pump controls. Tucked berween the torwand
atied rear sears is a mble, which neatly clips
onto a rail thar runs along the kichen bench
to service the rear sear anddor the swivelled

|:|:ri1'i|1l_-'| sezars. The table also amaches o dhe
sliding doar mil for ourdoor enteraining,

These are three good sived drowers plus a
samall cupbsoand fioed teo the kitchen bench
— certanly enough boar all the eatings
ook urensils. Maore storge is ficeed ar che
ezt end of the offside cabaner in dhe form of a
small half-height wardrobe, also fitved with
roler shuerer door,

Tiecheed imen a rear commner 18 a srall storage
Pace Whila ST A ITHHEATT e ol this
sire st excessive, Traklea hias made the best use
Ijt.“'l'lil'i 3 Ik I:Il.:lh.'.

In addionn m those previousy mentoned.
there’s a drawer under the rear sear plus an
I_IF:I.'I'I Aresl |||'||II."r [} I::!'ﬂ.l |'|:|'~l.' il'l |I'||.' Iesir.

Lighring in the Trakkadu consisis of a



i

tLrakka bLrakkadu oFF rosd

¥ T g ik

Above and top left: The rear seats comvert to a double bed, Top right: An 850 fridge can
be found in the kitchen. Above right: A rear wardrobe is provided for clothes.

Huesrescent above the kitchen bench, halogen
reading lighw ar the rear for reading in bed

prhiss & couple of roof lighes alosg, the nerdde,

Neither the driver nor passenper seat get a
reading lighe.

SUMMING UP

Wi should potne cur char while the base
peice-of the Traklkadu OF Road @ $103.950,
aur meview vehicle came with several exas,
including some not previcusly menooned,
[ike the alioy wheels, diesel mom hearer
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and vowbar While the Trakladu Off Road
W st everpones motothoming lifeseyle
reqquiremnents, i does add up w an exoec
offroad package thar can be used around the
city rosds withour difficulny:

It's a great choice for exploring Australia’s
highwavs and byways,

Trakka, 9 Beaumont Road, Mt Kuring-gai,
SN 2080, {02) 9472 9040,

For more information, visi
wowwetralckn,com.an B

JLrakka btrakkadu
doFF ro=d

8 BASE VEHICLE:
: \iulhi'-‘-.'agen'l"i-dﬂ.lﬁt}un

| ENGINE:
W 250 turbodiesed

i GEARBOX:

Six-speed ranual
MAX POWER:

i 12BRwWEI500rpm

MAK TORGQUE:
AOOMMEEZ00-2 300rm

BRAKES:
Dilsr

i TARE WEIGHT:

2407hg

RS ]

S EXTERNAL WIDTH:
B &7t 3N 8m)

INTERMAL HEIGHT:

0 A Bin (1. 41m), roof down;
i 6t 90 [2.05m), roof up

4 COOKTOP:
! Cramer thres-bumer with sink

N FRIDGE:
M IndelB 85 1Y

MICROMWAVE:

External

HOT WATER;
Hirat exchangss

| FRESH WATER:
& Bl

{ GREY WATER:

JaL
FULL YOEUME COMPLIANCE:

o

PRICE [AS REVIEWED);
8 518,710 Including GST plus cn-road
i costs




